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Here’s to Intolerance and Censorship! Things never change!
(Original Title before censored by Fras. Herald)
It probably doesn’t enter anyone’s head today that they are free to read this column, relatively unhindered by authority and censorship. Or so we believe! You just have to look at the Robert Murdoch newspaper empire to see how public opinion is swayed and censored by a mogul, but there are still blinkered folks who think the press in the west is free! 
Many of those who share such simplistic beliefs are oblivious to public opinion and feel they have the right to impose censorship right across the spectrum of not only religious belief, but personal morality and individual freedom. 
This matter came to ‘a head’ with the recent editorial in the magazine ‘Life & Work’, where the editor gave  reasoned and well argued case for the established right of a congregation to call its own minister, independently of the views of neighbouring kirks and clergy. Since then the debate has raged in the local and national press.
Some of the clergy, their families and flock are opposed to the call because the minister in question has openly stated he lives in a committed relationship with his gay partner. Shock! Horror! One wonders when they are going to come down off their ‘celestial clouds’ and live in the real world for a change! 

They have rallied their evangelical troops to sign an online petition against his appointment, and are seeking to impose rigorous new conditions on those seeking ordination to the ministry. They are hinting that there will be schism if this call goes ahead. 

So be it! Why should free thinking and compassionate church members as well as a responsible society, allow the views of a vocal group of fundamentalists censor and delimit the life and society they believe God has for this world? For centuries the clergy has oppressed and denied the people of this land access to true and informed opinion, by the curtailing of fact, informed debate and critical scholarship. 

The result is that a largely ignorant population now stands by, and watches bemused, as so-called adult christians argue over corrupt catechisms and outdated and irrelevant scriptural laws of 1500 B.C.E.  

People are living in the 21st century today in case the church hasn’t yet realised it! Hanging non-believers for blasphemy in Scotland ended in 1696, and even that injustice, perpetrated by the ‘doctrine over morality’ brigade, was instituted by narrow-minded clergy much to the shame and embarrassment of a so-called reformed church.

To accept the prattling of modern day evangelical intolerance, with their exclusive and intolerant views, will indeed draw us ever closer to the demise of what has been, on various occasions in the past 400 years, a beacon of hope, inclusion, tolerance and a blossoming of our understanding of God’s love and being in the midst, not just of congregations, but the wider world that he created and Christ redeemed. 
Thankfully God’s love is not the sole property of a section of a bigoted and a dogma obsessed church. As in the past, from the days when Christ healed on the Sabbath, forgave the woman taken in adultery, ate and drank with sinners, the love of God will rise above the restrictions and petty opposition to God’s people. 
When the need arises, I am sure, the world will be liberated from the confines of those who appear to live in fear and trembling of an Old Testament God who surely is laughing at the antics of such insecure and unfulfilled souls who have been given ‘life in all its fullness’, but would rather shackle themselves, and society to the Dark Ages!  
